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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1 -7 are objected to because of the following informalities: Throughout the 
claims, the word "visualization" is misspelled as " visualisation." Appropriate correction 
is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described In a printed publication In this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent In the United 
states. 

3. Claims 9-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Franchi 
et al. (US 5,770,533), hereinafter Franchi. 

Claims 1-7 have been cancelled by the applicant. 

With respect to claim 8, Franchi teaches gaming equipment for table games in 
which playing cards are used, in particular for the game of "Black Jack", (Fig. 2, element 
201) including: 

• gaming table with cloth provided with markings designating playing zones 
for players and for dealer, as well as areas for placement of playing cards 
face up (Fig. 7); 

• card shoe for storage and distribution of playing cards drawn from it face 
down (Fig. 7), the said card shoe is equipped with optical electronic 
sensor of playing cards' movement and with playing cards imprint value 
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recognition unit (playing cards are drawn from the card slnoe) (Col. 10, 
lines 42-60); 

• monitoring system of the game run, the said monitoring system includes 
objects' presence on the table recognition unit (Col. 10, lines 1-31); 

• Information storage system (Col. 10, lines 1-31); 

• computer, connected to separate functional units by wire or wireless 
communications, the said computer is supplied with electronic data 
processing system programmed in accordance with the game rules, the 
said electronic data processing system allows to evaluate signals coming 
(Fig. 2, element 200); 

• to the first input of the electronic data processing system from the output 
of the playing cards imprint value recognition unit (the cards are drawn 
from the card shoe face down) (Col. 10, lines 42-60); 

• to the second input of the electronic data processing system from the 
objects' presence on the table recognition unit (Fig. 2); 

• the third input of the electronic data processing system is connected to the 
first output of the computer (Fig. 2); 

• the second output of the computer is connected to the input of the 
information storage system (Fig. 2); 

• the first output of the electronic data processing system is connected to 
the first input of the computer (Fig. 2); 

• the input of the computer processed data visualization device (the said 
data characterize the game run) is connected to the third output of the 
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computer (Fig. 2), which excels with the fact that the dealer's sector is 
additionally equipped with credit control unit and player commands 
visualization unit, and also monitoring system of the game run additionally 
contains player bet control units and player game control units, positioned 
in each player's sector &Fig. 7), moreover; 

• the outputs of player bet control units are connected to the fourth input of 
electronic data processing system (Fig. 2); 

• the outputs of player game control units are connected to the fifth input of 
electronic data processing system (Fig. 2); 

• the output of credit control unit is connected to the sixth input of electronic 
data processing system (Fig. 2); 

• the input of credit control unit is connected to the second output of 
electronic data processing system (Fig. 2); 

• the input of players' commands visualization unit is connected to the third 
output of electronic data processing system (Fig. 2); 

• the inputs of player bet control units are connected to the fourth output of 
electronic data processing system (Fig. 2); 

• the inputs of player game control units are connected to the fifth output of 
electronic data processing system (Fig. 2). 

With respect to claim 9, Franchi teaches that credit control unit and players' 
commands visualization unit, as well as each player game control unit and each player 
bet control unit are implemented as sensory displays, each comprising a touch sensitive 
panel, the said panel contains one or more zones for entering control commands. 
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and/or liquid-crystal active colour matrix, the said matrix contains one or more zones for 
displaying information about the game run (Fig. 4, Col. 2, lines 55-67), moreover the 
output of each unit's touch sensitive panel is connected via corresponding controller to 
the output of the corresponding unit and the input of each unit's liquid-crystal active 
colour matrix is connected via corresponding controller to the input of the corresponding 
unit (Fig. 2). 

With respect to claim 10, Franchi teaches that each player bet control unit 
contains zones for entering operating commands "credit purchase", "credit sale", "bet" 
as well as numerical board, numerical indicator of players' places and zone for 
displaying information about the game run (Col. 1 1 , lines 13-17, describing receiving 
chips from a card medium). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Franchi teaches that each player game control unit 
contains zones for entering operating commands "hit", "split", "double down", "insurance 
(yes, no)" , "stop" as well as zone for displaying information about the game run "total 
value" (Col. 10, lines 15-31). 

With respect to claim 12, see the rejection with respect to claim 10. 

With respect to claim 13, see the rejection with respect to claim 1 1 . 

With respect to claim 14, Franchi teaches that the dealer's sector is additionally 
supplied with optical electronic sensor (Fig. 7), the output of the said sensor is 
connected to the seventh input of the electronic data processing system (Fig. 2). 
Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to THEOLOGOS KAFANTARIS whose telephone number 
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is (571 ) 270-3845. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:30- 
7:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xuan Thai can be reached on (571) 272-7147. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

TGK 

/XUAN M. THAI/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3714 



